NHS Circular:
MSAN (2026) 34

WP 4 | Scottish Government
Chief Medical Officer Directorate }.4

- . o ov.scot
Pharmacy, Medicines & Therapeutics Division 9

16 September 2026
Medicine Supply Alert Notice

Lansoprazole 15mg and 30mg orodispersible tablets

Priority: Level 2
Valid until: early January 2027

Issue

1. Lansoprazole 15mg and 30mg orodispersible tablets are in limited supply until early January
2027.

2. Lansoprazole 15mg and 30mg gastro-resistant capsules remain available and can support
increased demand.

3. Alternative proton pump inhibitors remain available.

4. UK-wide Serious Shortage Protocols (SSPs) for lansoprazole 15mg and 30mg orodispersible
tablets were issued on 9 September 2026 which allows community pharmacists to limit supply
to one month. Please refer to PCA(P)(2026)14 and PCA(P)(2026)15 for more details.

Advice and Actions

5. Where supplies of lansoprazole 15mg and 30mg orodispersible tablets are available, community
pharmacists and dispensing doctors should:
e consider limiting supply to one month of supply in accordance with SSP088 and SSP089 for
eligible patients presenting with a prescription for more than one month’s supply of
lansoprazole 15mg and 30mg orodispersible tablets (see Additional information section).

6. Where supplies of lansoprazole 15mg and 30mg orodispersible tablets are unavailable
clinicians should:

e review ongoing need and deprescribe where appropriate;

e where treatment is still required, consider prescribing lansoprazole gastro-resistant capsules
taking into account patient-specific needs and local prescribing formularies; it may be worth
noting that some lansoprazole capsules can be opened within licence and used by those
who have swallowing difficulties (please refer to the SmPC of the specific product);

¢ if the above is not suitable, consider prescribing an alternative proton pump inhibitor, taking
into account age, indication, dose, ability to swallow, the product-specific licence, drug
interactions, excipients, storage requirements and local prescribing formularies (see
Additional information section);

e consider reserving remaining supplies of lansoprazole orodispersible tablets for those who
cannot be switched to an alternative lansoprazole formulation (e.g. due to sensory issues,
inability to follow administration instructions, or enteral feeding tubes in critical care), and for
those with clinically significant drug interactions with alternative proton pump inhibitors (e.g.
clopidogrel) who cannot be switched to an alternative lansoprazole formulation.

*https://www.nss.nhs.scot/media/1842/medicine-supply-alert-notices-definitions-of-classifications-21-october-
2019.pdf


https://www.publications.scot.nhs.uk/files/pca2026-p-14.pdf
https://www.publications.scot.nhs.uk/files/pca2026-p-15.pdf
https://www.publications.scot.nhs.uk/files/pca2026-p-14.pdf
https://www.publications.scot.nhs.uk/files/pca2026-p-15.pdf

Additional Information

7. Prescribers should consult the Health Board’s prescribing formulary when considering the below
additional advice if considering alternative PPlIs:

Paediatric patients prescribed clopidogrel can be prescribed lansoprazole orodispersible
tablets or oral suspension (where available) according to Health Board’s guidelines.

Paediatric patients under 1 year who use enteral feeding tubes can be prescribed
omeprazole oral suspension.

Paediatric patients under 1 year who do not use enteral feeding tubes can be
prescribed omeprazole oral suspension or omeprazole gastro-resistant dispersible tablets
(off-label in under 1 year) taking into account their weight and the dose required. Dispersible
tablet doses should be rounded to the nearest half tablet.

Paediatric patients between 1 to 18 years who use enteral feeding tubes can be
prescribed omeprazole oral suspension, omeprazole gastro-resistant dispersible tablets or
esomeprazole gastro-resistant granules taking into account their weight and size of the
enteral feeding tube.

Paediatric patients between 1 to 18 years who do not use enteral feeding tubes can be
prescribed omeprazole gastro-resistant dispersible tablets/capsules, omeprazole gastro-
resistant tablets/capsules, lansoprazole gastro-resistant capsules (off-label in patients under
18 years) or esomeprazole gastroresistant tablets/capsules (off-label in patients under 12
years), taking into account their ability to swallow solid dosage forms. Doses should be
rounded up to the nearest tablet or capsule. Tablets may be dispersed in water and
capsules opened and contents dispersed in water prior to administration - see individual
manufacturer’s product information for details.

Adult patients over 18 years old who use enteral feeding tubes can be prescribed most
brands of omeprazole gastro-resistant dispersible tablets, most brands of esomeprazole
gastro-resistant tablets and some brands of lansoprazole gastro-resistant capsules.
Lansoprazole orodispersible tablets should be reserved for patients with enteral feeding
tubes in critical care as well as those receiving medications with clinically significant
interactions with alternative proton pump inhibitors e.g. clopidogrel.

Adult patients over 18 years old who do not use enteral feeding tubes can be
prescribed omeprazole gastro-resistant dispersible tablets/gastro-resistant tablets/capsules,
lansoprazole gastro-resistant capsules, esomeprazole gastro-resistant tablets/capsules,
pantoprazole gastro-resistant tablets or rabeprazole gastroresistant tablets where the patient
is able to swallow solid oral dosage forms. For patients unable to swallow solid oral dosage
forms, omeprazole gastro-resistant dispersible tablets and capsules, esomeprazole gastro-
resistant tablets and granules, and some brands of esomeprazole capsules and
lansoprazole capsules may be dispersed in water prior to administration. See Specialist
Pharmacy Service PPI suggestions for adults with swallowing difficulties or individual
manufacturers' product information for details.

Links to further information

BNF - Lansoprazole

SmPC - Lansoprazole

SmPC - Omeprazole

SmPC - Esomeprazole

Specialist Pharmacy Service - PPI suggestions for adults with swallowing difficulties
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¢ NICE clinical guidance on GORD and dyspepsia in adults

e Serious Shortage Protocols (SSPs) | NHSBSA

e PCA(P)(2026)14 - Lansoprazole 15mg orodispersible tablets
e PCA(P)(2026)15 - Lansoprazole 30mg orodispersible tablets

Specialist Pharmacy Service (SPS) website

8. The UK Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) in conjunction with the Specialist
Pharmacy Service (SPS) have launched an online Medicines Supply Tool, which provides up to
date information about medicine supply issues. To access the online Medicines Supply Tool
you need to register with the SPS website. Registration for access to the website is available to
UK healthcare professionals and organisations providing NHS healthcare. The tool is located
under the Tools tab and then click on the Medicines Supply option.

9. Prescribers, pharmacy professionals, and pharmacy procurement leads in Scotland are
encouraged to register with the SPS website and use its Medicine Supply Tool to stay up to
date concerning medicines supply disruptions. Please be aware that while medicines supply
issues will appear on the SPS website, some of the recommended actions may not always be
appropriate / relevant within the Scottish context.

Enquiries

10.Enquiries from Health Boards or healthcare professionals should be directed in the first instance
to PharmacyTeam@gov.scot (primary care) or NSS.NHSSMedicineShortages@nhs.scot
(secondary care).
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